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Synopsis

Can one invention really change the world? Before the mid-fifteenth century, books were printed by
hand, making them rare and expensive. Reading and learning remained a privilege of the
wealthy--until Johannes Gutenberg developed a machine called the printing press. Gutenberg, a
German metalworker, began in the 1440s by making movable type--small metal letters that were
arranged to form words and sentences, replacing handwritten letters. Movable type fit into frames
on the printing press, and the press then produced many copies of the same page. As movable type
and the printing press made book production much faster and less expensive, reading material of all
kinds became available to a far wider audience. In Gutenberg’s time, Europe was already on the
brink of a new age--an explosion of world exploration, scientific discoveries, and political and
religious changes. Gutenberg’s printing press helped propel Europe into the modern era, and his
legacy remains in the thousands of books and newspapers printed each year to keep us informed,
entertained, and connected. Indeed, Gutenberg’s development of the printing press became one of

history’s pivotal moments.
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Diana Childress lives in New York City. She was born in Mexico and grew up in Texas. She has a



Ph.D. in Medieval English literature and has taught college-level classes and has been a school
librarian. She is also the author The War of 1812 (Chronicle of America’s Wars), George H.W. Bush
(Presidential Leaders), and Marco Polo’s Journey to China for the Pivotal Moments in History

series.
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